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Apart from the above, the course of gonorrhoea differs in patients in
a most unaccountable way. The young healthy man may retain his
gonorrhoea for many weeks, whereas an old man or a weedy one who
might not be expected to have any great resistance may be rid of it in
a fortnight or less.
(3)—Complications
The complications of gonorrhoea in the male may conveniently be Classification
dealt with under five headings: (i) those due not directly to the gono- Complications
coccus but to irritation by discharges; (ii) those caused by spread of the
disease along ducts that open either into the urethra or very close to
it; (iii) those due to transference of the gonococci to other parts of
the body by fingers or towels; the chief of these are ophthalmia and
proctitis; (iv) those due to infection of lymphatic vessels and glands;
(v) those due to the gonococci being carried to other parts of the body
by the blood-stream; the chief of these are all the affections grouped
together as gonorrhoeal rheumatism, iritis and conjunctivitis, endo-
carditis, and others already mentioned in the section on pathology. Only
the complications under (i) and (ii) will be discussed here,
(i) Irritation by gonorrhoeal discharge may cause some balanitis, some-
times venereal warts, and sometimes acute oedema of the prepuce.
(ii) Spread of gonococcal infection along ducts connecting with or
very close to the urethra may cause the following:
Tysonitis
This is an inflammation of one or both of Tyson's glands at the base Definition
of the frenulurn. A swelling forms about the size of a pea or larger and       cause
may subside gradually or suppurate. Some of these abscesses communi-
cate" with the urethra and may cause repeated relapse or urinary fistula.
Para-urethritis
A para-urethral canal, opening on the glans either dorsally or ventrally
to the urethral opening, sometimes runs parallel to the urethra for a few
centimetres. It may communicate internally with the urethra and, if Course
infected, may cause repeated relapse. These canals are usually very fine
and correspondingly difficult to penetrate with chemicals or cautery
designed to destroy them. Such a canal is occasionally the only part
infected in sexual intercourse.
Peri-urethral infiltrates
These are due to deep infection of follicles of the urethral glands Symptoms
(of Littr6) and may reach such a size that they can be felt as swellings
-varying in size from a millet seed to a pea anywhere along the course of
the anterior urethra. If such an inflammatory swelling grows no larger Course
than a pea it may gradually subside, but often it suppurates and may
increase to the size of a pigeon's egg, projecting from the ventral wall
of the penis. If left untreated, the abscess usually bursts externally and
may cause a urethral fistula.

